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To the Right Honourable 


S'RobertHanſon 


LORD MAYOR 


LONDON, 


*% NN 


To the Right Worſhipful 
The COURT of 


ALDERMEN: 


Right Honourable, and Right Worſhipfml. 
m__ =; Sermon preached be- 
99 BYE forc your Lordſhip, and 
5 P-ag your W orſhips, had ne- 
ver been expoſed to pub- 
lick view, but in pure obedience to your 
repeatedOrders ; unto which I intended 
Ek ( as 


an ance 9) qo inter- 
ventign\0 er-week;, | wherein the 
Pk x 2m 0 | hope will be my 
ſufficignt excuſe:Butnow chat it is come 

forth, -it humbly begs your Patronage: 
and[I hope it isnot at all improper for 
ſuch,as my ſelf, who are making rheir 
firſt attempts in che ſtudy*of Divi- 
nity, to 'endeavour to fix this Truth in 
the minds both of themſelves & others. 
That Chriſtianity is bighly reaſonable. 
Such[ have here repreſented irrto Your 
Lordſhip, and Your W orſhips, and 

am 
Right Honourable, and Right -Worſhiptul, 
Your moſt Obliged, 
and 

Moft Obedient Servant, 

7. LAMBE. 


ore ſpdden 


_ 


——_ 
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A. We 


A SER M O'N 'Preached before 


the Right Honourable the Lord 
fur, &c, © | 


— 


2, Thel. 3. 2. 


And that we may be delivered from Unreaſonable 
andW icked Mer ; for all Men have not F aith. 


The Chapter begins thus, 


Finally Brethren, , Pray for #s, That the Word 
of theLord Mey bove free Courſe, and be Glee 


rified even a5 it, 5 with Toy /; and we x we 
may, &c. 


Formed add hint ©'N Living 
” Creatures to dwell thereon, He #4: 
. at laſt Created Manto be Eord 


2a! Ruler of them all: Who He alſo” Dig- 
nified above the reſt' of the viſible Creation, 


B by 


— 


(C.2) 
by making Him like Himſelf, by  Adorn- 
noble LUndertariding, a diſtinguiſhing Judg. 


be bore ao theſe 
ble ties Might, nothewhollyuſeleſs in 
the Grand na edirnenny of his Religion, God 
bath &terxourchſafed to Ruleland Govern him 
aiteran-Ingelligible, and a, Rational manner. 
And hence it is, that God doth.ſo oftema peal 
Ezck. 18, k AY .- \* 
25. 29, tothe Children of Iſrael concerning the Equity 
15:35 of his Commands, and the FuStice of His Pro- 
i. 5-4 ceedings with them : -Nor is the caſe now al- 
tered under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; 
our Saviour came not to Plant an Arbitrary un- 
accountable Religion amongſt us ; but, on the 
contrary, ( {ince He found the World was 
grown Old enough to underſtand it, and fit 
to embrace it._) He came tq Improve our Rea- 
fon, and:our Religion to0,to the higheſt Pitch; 
To fill up the Vacancies, and lop off the Super. 
fluities of it ; andalmoſt wholly to reduce it 
to; matters.of ; Eternal Obligation; and/Indif- 
penfible Necelliry. ; Wherefore \vurSgviour, 
Luke 12. and after 'Him the Apoſtles, did notin(if +, Ao 
KG 1644 upon the Power, | Authority, .and Supereignty of 
God that ſent; them ;  byt alſo upon the Reaſon 
of-the thing, and the right of the caſe ; being 


always,ready.to hear what, any Adverfaries, 
| whether 


C3) 


whether Jews or Greeks, from revealed or na- 
tural knowledge, could obje&. againſt thoſe 

DotQtrines which they had taught. St. Luke, As 

17. 2. ſaith, That Pan] realoned with the Jews 
Three Sabbath Days in the Synagogue 3+.and 
that it was his manner ſo to do. - Thus alfo 
with Heathens, 'v. 18, And 'tis remarkable 
that with theſe weapons of reeſon and diſcourſe 


they Conquered all Oppolers who had,not the 


Shield and Buckler of Irrationality, - and Cla- as: ry. 
mour todefend them from Submiſſion and Mo- * 3 
deſty : And ſuch as theſe were the principal a 17.5. 


Men who daunted the courage of the Apoſtles, '* 
and repelled the violence of their keeneſt Darts, 
But innumerableCompanies of thele there were 
in all thoſe Cities and Countries where the 
Apoſtles endeavoured to Plant the Goſpel. 
And-theſe are the Men of whom my Text re- 
ports. That they had not Faith, that is, they 
were not of the Chriſtian Perſwaſfion and Be- 
lief; and St. Paul in my Text gives usthe cauſes 
of their Infidelity. Firſt, Becauſethey wereUns 
reaſonable, Secondly,Becauſe they were Wick- 
ed. And that we may be deliveredfrom Unreaſon- 
able and Wicked Men ;for all Menhave not Faith. 
Theſe two words minea ( which ſignifies De- 
bauched and Wicked J and &T0TV 's which lig- 
nifies Men of no Topicks ; ſuch as will ſtick 


J B 2 to 


| (4) 
e& 16 Propofitions'z and is moſt properly: ren- 
dre& Abſurt and Prodipiouſly Ubredforable ) 
may. moſt propetly refer to two ſorts of Peo- 
fe; 'Thelatter to the Unbelieving Fews ; The 
r- to the ſenſual GnoSticks. ' 
The Fews were proof againſt all Argument, 
and Submitted themſelves to be wholly Gover- 
ned by Prejudice and Paſſion; who would 
never debate the Controverſie with ' a free 


ry # 
Cx? 


«70M. 


Judgment ; but, on the contrary, when the 


Apoftles bepan to 'Preach, then they endea- 
aa: 17.4, Vouired to Tnrage the People againſt them ; 
'3 that ſoby Violence and Tumult they might 

procure their Rune. - 

*imgsn., The other were the Senſual and Wicked 

Gnoflicks ; who endeavoured-by all the Arts 
Jud. v.18, and Pretenſtons they could inyent,to Reconcile 
2Tim. 3, Chriſtianity with a Wicked Life; and the 
NT ſtedfaft belief of the Golpel, with a Cowardly 

Complyance, with any Adverlaries, whenſoe- 
Phil 1. yer their Lives or Fortunes lay at Stake. Theſe 

therefore did Oppoſe the Apoſtles wherever 

they came, in all their Diſcourſes of Intenſive 

Holyneſs, and Chriſtian Patience, taking up 

the Croſs, ſuffering Torment and Death it (elf 

for Chriſt and the Goſpels ſake ; and having 
the advantage of Mens Natural Inclinations, 
and worfe Habits, they Converted Swarms of 
| | Prolelytes 
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Proſelytes to their own moſt filthy DoEtrines ; ©? 
arid thereby hindred theReception ard Enter- 
tainment of that moſt Holy Faith}, which the 
Apoſtles had both Learnt themſelves & Taught 
to others, Wherefore St, Paul' defires: the 
Church, 'that in order to the progreſs of the 
Chriſtian Religion, he may meet with Perſons 
whoſe Qualifications are quite different from 
theſe Men ; thatis to ſay; that he rhay meet 
with Perſons who ate willing to be perſwaded 
by Argument, and defireimpartially to Weigh 
Propoſitions in the Ballance of their Under. 
ſtandings. And that he may find them'alſo 
of an upright mind,cndowed with probity and 
honeſty of diſpoſition ; ſuch who are as the 
Apoſtle ſtyles them, Timeyubo,, foredifpoſed to 48.13.48. 
Eternal Life. Now unto all ſuch as theſe who 
are Rational Men, and. Virtuoaſty inclined, 
the Apoſtle doubteth not_ but the, Do@rine 
which he Preacheth will be aceeptable'; That 
the Word of the Lord will have free Courſe, 
and be Glorified' as it was in. the Church of 
Theſſalonica, And'this T take to be the mean- 
of the Words ; And, thns explained, they af-. 
ford us theſe two Propoſitions. 

Firſt, That to Embrace the Chriſtian Reli- +4, 
gion is highly agreeable to the DiCtates of 
Right Reaſon. | 5 WOT” 

"Pi Firſt, 


Firſt, 


Secondly, 


(6s) 
Secondly, That the Chriſtian Religion is a 


moſt Holy and PureReligion. For if ooeing 


but want of Reaſon and Judgment, Goodneſs 
and Integrity can hinder the Progreſs and Glo- 
rification of this Goſpel : then both theſe Pro- 

fitions clearly follow ; the latter whereof 
Ge. ſel-evident, I ſhall wholly inſiſt upon 
the former, viz. That to Embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is highly Agreeable to the Di- 
Rates of right Reaſon ; And this will ſuffici- 
ently appear to be true when we have con(i- 
dered theſe three things. 

xt. Its Author and Original. 

2. The Religion it ſelf, 

3- Theultimate end and ſcope thereof as it 
relates tous, with the natural tendency of the 
means propounded to attain that end. 

Firſt, If we conſider its Author and Origi- 
na]. 

That there is a God we take for granted in 
all diſcourſes of Religion ; whereof his Being 
and Exiſtence is the Foundation. Now if 
there be a God that 1s a Being infinitely per- 
fe@, then alittle Reaſon will be ſufficient to 
inſtruct us, ( that fince we find in our {elvesfo 
many Imperfe&tions ; inſomuch, that we. are 
ſometimes moſt deceived in our own Choice, 


and our own Judgments,through falſe Appear- 


ances 


FR nt TI TOOL TAI ES nn on I 


& NT — —_ TEC 


(7) 


ances, and Miſapprehenfions of things, even 
then when we think our ſelves moſt ſure ) that 
we {ubmit our ſelves to be guided by Him in 
all our affairs, eſpecially in ſo grand: a con- 
cernment as our Religion 1s : For God 1s our 
Maker, and therefore may command ns; He 
1s infinitely Wiſe, and therefore 'knows- beſt 
what is good for us, He is infinitely Cood, 
and therefore defigns our Happineſs. He. is 
Omnipotent, - and therefore can Efte& it. He 
15 infinitely Gracious, and therefore will' not 
make the Conditions on our part too difficult 
to be done, or intolerable to be born. He 1s 
infinitely Gracious, and therefore will afliſt 
our Endeavours, paſs by our ImperfeQions, 
and at laſt reward our Labour. Thoſe' then 
do Actlike Rational Men, who Believe what 
God Reveals, and Practice that - which God 
Commands ; , and Conhidently Expect -and 
Hope'tor that which God hath promiſed ; be- 
cauſe in ſo doing, we prefer Wiſdom it ſelf 
before Ignorance and Folly ; Infinite Perfe&i- 
onÞefore that which is leſs then nothing, Upon 
this account it is highly Realonable to embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion ; ſince God bath been 
pleaſed to give us all the Demonſtration, 
whereof the thing is capable, to Convince and 
Satisfie us that He himſelf is the Author of it. 
For, -- 3. 8 


(8) 
2; He: ſent his 'only''begotten Son from 
Heavents Earth on purpoſe to Reveal this Do- 

nev.12.25 Etrine to us, and'gave Him Power in his Life- 

J.3-3, time to Vindicate his Divine Commiſſion by 
Imumerable, Eminent, and undeniable Mira- 
cle :: Andbefore his Death, as a- Token and 
Sign of the Truth-of His Doctrine, He promi- 4 
ſeth to riſe again fromthe Dead within three 

job. 3, 1s, Days andis content the Credit of his Do- 

r _' &rine ſhould depend upon it. Now God ha- 
ving been pleaſed to Effet our Saviours Word, 
and to Raiſe Him from the Dead, as Chriſt | 
foretold. His RelurreCion proved all His | 
DoQrines to come from God, and His Mira- 7 
cles tobe True Miracles, againſt all reaſonable | 
Objetions.And the Apoſtle St. Paul upon this | 
Ground, maketh no Scruple to conclude with 
the-greateſt Aﬀurance Imaginable, Rom. 1. 4. | 
That Chriſt by His ReſurreQion, was by the 
Spirit of Holyneſs, mightily declared to be the 
Son of God, - And well he might, 

t. For what can be more Senſeleſs, then 
to-Irhigine that God would ſuffer the Token 
of aGrand Impoſtor to come to paſs? What can 
be more contradiQtory to the Wiſdom of God, 
then thus to Countenance one who Rivall'd 
his. own Perfe&ions, and pretended an Equa- | 
lity with Himſelf. 44 D | 

4% 2. What 
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What can be more Repugnant to the Di- 
ine Goodnels, in reſpe& of us, who by his 
»wn rule are bound to believe a Prophet whoſe 
ſoken comes to paſs, unleſs his Doctrine be 
apparently Wicked or Idolatrous, Dent. 15. 
v. laſt? 

3- What can be more contrary to the Ju- 
ſtice of God ? Whoſe Threatnings and De- 
nunciations againſt Impoſtors are ſo ſevere, 
and the Puniſhments formerly as duely Execu- 
ted; as appears in the fearful end of Ahab the 
Son of Kolajah, and Zedekiah, two Falle Pro- Jer. 29.21 
phets ; and theEntailmeat of a curſe upon their 7 
Iſle? What therefore can be more ablurd,then 
to Imagine God to be {ſo regardleſs both of 
His Word and Honour , and alſo of His Peo- 
ples Good, as to make himſelf the Inſtrument 
of their Ruine and Seduction; ro drive and 
force them from Him, who are ( as He oft 
complains ) too apt to forlſake Him of their i 
own Accords. 

But this 1s not all the Demonſtration that 
we have of our Saviours Divine Commiſſion, 
it hath been alſo Atteſted by the Voice of the 
Prophets of Old, ( For to him faith St. Paul, as.o 4; 
Gave all the Prophets Witneſs ) all whoſe EN 
Marks and Tokens, which were Univerſally 
received as relating to the Meſſias, were ful- 

CG filled 
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filled in him, A&ts 13. 29. telleth us further, 
that they took Him not down from the Croſs 
until all things were fulfilled that were Written 
of Him, And therefore our Saviour and the 
Apoſtles, as thole Marks became fulfilled in 
Chrift, were wont to urge them to the Fews 
with this Preamble, That this or that was done, 
alt. 1-23: That it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
_—_ the Prophets, &c. Which they would never 
15s, have done, but that they knew the Jews 
rang. themſelves, both received and taught them to 
Mat27-35 be tokens of the Meſſzas ; becauſe otherwiſe 
their Argument would not have been ſo much 

as Argumentum ad Hominent. 
Thirdly, God hath further atteſted our Sa- 
viour to be ſent from Him by the Voice of 
His Ambaſſadors, the holy Angels ; Who firſt 
appeared to Zachary, to tel] him that his Wife 
Luce 1.12 Was tO be the happy Mother of Elias, the 
'79. fore-runnerof the Meſſzas : And then to the 
Lace 1.25 Bleſſed Virgin, to inform her of that mighty 
Favour which was deſigned unto her, that out 
of her Womb ſhould Ifſie the Saviour of 
Mar, 1.:o, Mankind, And after that to Foſeph in a 
Dream, to remove his Jealouſies, and retrieve 
ber Reputation 3 by diſcovering unto him that 
which was conceived in her was of the holy 


Ghoſt, And,laſt of all, co the Shepheards after 
His 
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His Birth, to tell them theſe joyful Tidings, +5 


That unto thew was Born a Saviour. And 
as this was heretofore an ordinary way of Re- 
velation amongſt the Jews; fo it was alſo 


of great Credibility , infomuch that Zachary x,4 4... 
was ſtrucken Dumb ; becauſe he did not pre- 148-125: 
{ently believe the Meſlage of an Angel : Luket.2o 


notwithſtanding, it ſeemed to be Naturally 
Impoſlible. 

4. God hath alſo Declared our Saviour to 
be lent from Him by the Voice of 'the holy 
Spirit, in Juſt and Holy Perſons : Which way 
of Revelation of Gods Will, as it was ordina- 
ry, ſo was it of great Force amongſt the 
Jews; and by them it was called wypn m1 the 
holy Spirit, which was a kind of Raptur or 
Extaſie, which Holy Men were ſometimes caſt 
into , and whatſoever they then ſpoke, was 
by theſtanders by, accounted the Oracles or 
Mind of God. Thus allo hath our Saviour 
been declared to be the True Meſſzah, che 
Prophet that came from God : As appears by 
thele Examples : 

1. When the Bleſſed Virgin perceived” her 
{elf robe with Child, ſhe made haſt to be 
the glad Meſflenger of this Heavenly News to 
her Couſin Elizabeth; who rejoyced yt the 
light of the B. V. and Being filled with the Ho- 
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ly Ghoſt, Luke 1. 41, ſhe ſpake with a loud 
Voice, ſaying, Bleſſed art thou amongſt Women, 
&c. And Bleſſed is ſhe that believed ; for there 
ſhall be a performance of thoſe things which was 
told her of the Lord, vi%,That out of her Womb 
ſhould come the Saviour of the World. 

And Secondly, Mary anſwered her Cou- 
fin with an Extatick Hymn of Praiſe, That 
God had now pertormed the Promiſe to Abra- 
ham and his Seed tor ever ; That is, That the 
Promiſed Meſſzas ſo long expeRted, would 
ſhortly come into the World. 

And Thirdly, At the Circumcifion of oh 
the Baptiſt, Luke r. 67. Zacharias was filled 
with the Spirit, and he Sang a Hymn of praiſe 
to the ſame E fled ; wherein he teſtifies that 
the Saviour was now coming, and that the 
Promiſes to Abr#ham were ſhortly to be tul- 
filled , as you will find in the following 
Verles. 

And Fourthly, When our Saviour was 
Born, and rhe Days of his Mothers Purificati- 
on were accompliſhed. When according to 
Cuſtom He. was brought into the Temple 
with the accuſtomed Offering : : there meets 
Him good Old Simeon, Who being filled with 
the Holy Gho$#, took Jcſusinto his Arms, and 
was moſt willing to die, fince He had lived to 
lee 
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ſee the Salvation of Iſrael, &c. Luke 2. 2 
vid, Thus hath the Voice of God in the Un- 
{potted Virgin, in the Blameleſs Couple, in 
Devout Simeon declared our Saviour to be the 
great Meſſzah ; the Prophet which came from 
God. And we may obſerve that all theſe 
Perſons which did thus Teſtifie concerning 
our Saviour, were Recorded and Commen- 
ded for Piety and Goodneſs; which was the 
Qualilication requiſite to render their Extati- 
cal Revelations Authentical and Credible a- 
monegſt the People. But this way of Revela- 
tion, with divers others, ceaſed with our Savi- 
our ; becauſe it became uſeleſs after God had 
declared his whole Mind and Will by our. Sa- 
viour and the Apoſtles; and cauſed it to be 
Written. 

5. God hath ſtill more plainly declared our 
Saviour to be (ent from Him by His own im- 
mediate Voice from Heaven, which by the 

ews was calied vypna the Daughter of Voice 
or Thander, Thus, both at our Saviours Bap- 
tiſm, and His Transfiguration, Fhere camc 
a Voice from Heaven, faying, This is my Be- 
lowed Son, Hear ye Him And when he came 
to Dye, He Prayed his Father to Clorifie Him ; 
And his Prayer was Anſwered by an Audible 


Voice, I bave both cEE 211 thee, and I will 
Glo- 


Heb, 1, 1:3 
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Glorifie thee again, The two former gave Him 
Authority to Preach, and us Authority to 
hear his DoGrine. The latter approves of 
what he hath ſaid, and Demonſtrates unto us 
that he hath not Exceeded his Commiſſion ; 


that is, that our Saviour hath taught us no more 


then what he had Received from the Father. 
And Jeſus himſelf, after his departure hence 
( when, had he been an Impoſtor, he ſhould 
have been in Hell ) ſurrounds St. Paul with 
Brightneſs, and ſaith unto him, Why porſecu- 
teft thou me? Which Revelation was of ſo much 
Force and Power with him : Notwithſtandin 
he was prejudiced againſt the Religion before- 
hand, that he now becomes a moſt Zealous 

romoter of it; and at laſt Eſteems it his 
chiefeſt Honour to lay down his Life in At- 
reſtation of this Truth. 

6. Unto all this let be added in the. laſt 
place, That Jeſus Chriſt had the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſiein his own Perſon, whereby he foretold 
abundance of things, all which came to pals 
accordingly : For (belides the prophecy of his 
own Death and Reſurreftion, fulfilled the 
third Day ) he foretold che famous coming of 
che Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles after his A(- 
cenſion. And accordingly it came to pals on 
the day of Pentecoſt, to the Wonder and A- 
mazement 
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mazement of all Men. He foretold the De» mat. 24-2, 


ſtruction of the Temple and City of Feruſa. 
lem. The Scattering of the Fews. The pro- 
greſs of the Goſpel, And many other things, 
All which are come to pals. 

Nothing therefore but prodigious Abſurdity 
and Unreaſonablene(s can hinder the Enter- 
rainment of this Religion, which Undoubtedly 
and Undenyably hath God himſelt for the 
Author of it. 


Luk.19.43 
Mar.24.14 


And (o we pals on to the ſecond Confide- $ccondly. 


ration, viz. The Religion it ſelf, and I 
doubt not but we ſhall find it worthy to be 
embraced by rational Men ; whether we con- 
fider thole things it requires us to believe, to 
practice, or to expect hereafter. 

1. That which it requires us to believe, 
which 1s either matters of Fa&, or propoſiti- 
ons of pure Faith. 

Firſt, Matters of Fat, as what our Savi- 
our did and Taught, how he was Born, how 
he Lived, and how he Died, &c. All which 
we have as much reaſon to believe,as that Fulins 
Ceſar was Killed in the Senate, or that Mar- 
cus Tullius Cicero was an Oratour at Rome ; or 


any other Hiſtory whatloever : Yea, and far - 


more, lince this was never contradicted, but 
univerſally confeſſed by the Adverſaries of 
this 
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this Religion, who lived at the ſame time, and 
would havebeen glad of the leaſt Advanta- 
ges, if they could but have found any conſide- 
rable miſtakes. 

Or elle Secondly, Propoſitions of Pure 
Faith ; either relating unto our ſelves, as' the 
Immortality of our Souls, the ReſarreBion 
of our Bodies, and a future Judgment: Or 
relating unto our Saviour, either in reſpe& of 
his Natures, or the relation which he bears 
| toGod. To which we may add the Duties 
which are conſequent upon theie Propoſitions, 
as relying upon him, truſting in him, and put- 
ring up our Prayersto God the Father in his 
Name, @c. All which Irefter to the former 
Conſideration ; ſince it is enough in Reaſon 
ro Juſtifie our aſſent to any Propoſition, and 
our conſent to the Prattice of any Duty ; if 
we are but undoubtedly ſure that God hath 
plainly revealed 3 and commanded both the 
one and the other ; Notwithſtanding , we 
ſhould not be able to comprehend the Notion 
of the former, or underſtand the reaſon of 
the latter. And all this doth ariſe from this 
undeniable Principle ; That what God faith. 
muſt needs be true.; and what God Com- 
mands, His Creatures are obliged to do. 


And 
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Andſo we go on to confider the ſecond 
part of the Religion it ſelf, (viz. ) What it 
requires of us to Practice. 

The Commands of the Goſpel are eicher 
thoſe which are of External Neceflity, or 
thoſe of External Inſtitution. 

Thoſe which are of Eternal Neceſlity arc 
therefore reaſonable ; becaule they are always 
good, and tend to preſerve and enoble our 
Beings : Becauſe they do ariſe from the Nature 
of things, and thoſe Relations which we 
bear unto God, and to one another. And 
becauſe without the praCtice of theſe Duties it 
were impoſſible we ſhould ever attain to that 
which every Plant, and every Creature doth 
Aſpire unto, viz. That Happineſs and that 
Perfe&tion whereof it is Capable. 

Who can doubt the truth of theſe three 
Propoſitions ? 

1. That tis our Intereſt and our Happineſs 
to preſerve our Bodies from Diſeaſes, and our 
Minds from Madneſs and Diliriums. 

2. That it is better to be in Friendſhip and 
Amity with all the World, by the practice of 
unſpotted Righteouſneſs and a conſtant Chari- 
ty, then to be at continual Diſcord with our 
Neighbours, and diſturb Society by the want 
| of theſe: Eſpecially fince their Natural Power 
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over us 15 as great as we can pretend to have 
over them; and theirs may be accidentally 
greater. | 

3. | That it i5both our Duty and our Inte- 
reſt to pay unto. God al] the immediate Wor- 
ſhip which he requires of us, both out of a 
principle Love .and Gratitude; becauſe He 
made us what weare, and isa[f{o able to do yet 
morefor ns; and out of a principle of Fear, 
fince if we flight Him, He can prelently reduce 
as tonothing, or (which is worſe ) continue 
ws Miſerable. 

'i Yet to bne of theſe three are all the Precepts 
of 'the Goſpel to be referred (excepting only 
thoſe few of which I ſhall-treat anon. ) There 
16nothing elſe required of us to do, but what 
relates to the immediate Worſhip of God, or 
to our own Wellfare, as 'we are ſingle, or in 
community ; nor there is any thing ( through- 
out the whole New Teſtament ) forbidden, 
but what doth apparently, or by conſequence 
tend to make'us unhappy in one of 'thele Rela- 


' tions. And this is the ſame account which St. 


Paul gives 'us, Tit 2. 12. The grace of God 
(that 1s) the Goſpel bath appeared to all Men, 
Teaching'or Commanding us to: deny all Ungod- 
lines and Werldly Iu, and to Live Soberly, 
Kighteouſly and Godly'in this preſent World,'&c. 


he 


rs as. oh "To 


(19) 
The Equity therefore of theſe Commands doth 
appear in this, that if we our ſelves had been 
permitted to chuſe theLaws by which we would 
be governed ; we muſt either have choſen thoſe 
unto which we are now obliged, or we muſt 
have embraced Unhappineſs and Miſery ; ſince 
that only is our Duty; which is alſo our Inte- 
reſt and Felicity. ' There is nothing ' which 
ever was or can be, with any ſhow of Reaſon, 
objetted againſt thole Precepts of our Saviour, 
whereof we are now diſcoutfitig ; excepting 
only thoſe which concern the reſtraint of 'our 
thoughts, - the forgivenels of injuries, and'the 
love of our Enemies. Yet theſe are fo far 
from being unreaſonable, that thus to do is in- 
coinparably our wiſeſt way. - As for'the firſt, 
it is ſo far from being an A& of Severity, that 
It is a great Inſtance of our Saviours Wildom, 
Humanity an® Love ;' For had He forbad 
Adultery, and yet given liberty to Eaſcivions 
Thoughts; both His Wiſdom as a Law-giver, 
and His Goodneſs as a Friend, had'been juſtly 
liable to Exception 3 becauſe He wonld have 
forbad the Vice, and yet have indulged us in 
the uſe of: thoſe means which naturally -tend 
to produce it ; which is equally irrational, as 
to command a Duty, and at the ſametime for- 
bid us the uſe of thoſe means by which we 
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ſhould be enabled to perform: it : But beſides, 
it is one of the firſt Principles we underſtand, 
to remove our (elves as far as eyer we can from 
any thing which we apprehend, to;be Evil or 
DeſtruCive ; and this is the rule we naturally 
walk by,both in reſpe&.of, Perſons and Things. 
Wherefore it follows, that. were we but 
throughly apprehenfive:of the Evil Nature of 
Sin, -and the danger of coming near it ; we, 
of our own accords, would ſtifle this Viper in 
the Womb, whether our Saviour had com- 
manded- it or no. '. As for the other, that.No+ 
ble and Generous Precept of. forgivenels, 
( where we are not. obliged by our Office, or 
in Conſcience to puniſh the Offender ). is ſo far 
from- being uncealonable,that it founded upon 
undeniable Axtoms ; which even thoſe who 
remonſtrate to the Duty, . muſt be forced to 
Aſſent unto : As, Firſt, That&o Man in Rea- 
ſon or Equity ſhould be Plaintiff, Witneſs, 

udge and Executioner in.the ſame caule;. ef- 
pecially ſince every. Man is naturally apt to be 
partial in. his own conceraments.: Yet thus 
doth he who takes upon him to revenge an; in- 
Jury. Again, Secondly, To moleſt, and hurt 
another when we can promiſe no advantage to 
our ſelves thereby, is contrary. to al] Senks and 
Prudence ; , we are not. wont. to. do it. to. a. 

| Dog, 


C21) 
Dog, orif we do,it is Cruelty. But Thirdly, 
Ir is yet more contrary ro the Reaſon of a 
Man, to hurt another when we'can Prudently 
promiſe nothing to our {elves thereby but miſ- 
chiet : Yet thoſe who revenge an Injury, do 
Exaſperate thoſe Iraſcible Paflions ; the miſ- 
chievous effects whereof they have already felt; 
which 1s no better then to vex and inrage that 
Serpent, who without the leaſt provocation 
Stung them before.. Andas to forgive, ſo to 
Love our Enemies is highly agreeable to right 
reaſon : Firſt, Becauſe it is the moſt probable 
way to obtain the Viftory and Conqueſt oyer Rom. 12. 
them. And thus Civility to a Conquered 
Prince, did once unite two differing Empires. 
And Tertullian telleth us, that by the exerciſe 
of this Grace, thefirſt Chriſtians found it at 
length a difficult matter to obtain Martyrdom 
for want of an Executioner. But Secondly, 
By thepradtice of this Virtue we aflimilate the 
Deity, ( which according to the general ſenſe 
of Mankind) is our chieteſt Happineſs. And 
it is our Saviours own Argument in the ſame 
caſe, Be' ye perfe& as your Heavenly Father is 
perfect. And thus have I ſhown, that- thoſe 
precepts of the Goſpel which are propounded 
as eternally good, are really ſo; and therefore 
neceſlary and reaſonable tobe performed by us. 
And 
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And now if we conſider thoſe which are there. 
fore neceſlary to be done by us, only becauſe 
they are commanded, we ſhall find that they 
are allo reaſonable. 

t. Becauſe they are but few in number. 

2. Becauſethey are Obvious and Significant 
in their Nature. | 

3- Becauſe they are advantagious to the 
grand defigns of Religion in their uſe. Now 
this is enough. to render any Humane, much 
more Divine Inſtitutions reaſonable, 

Firſt, Becaule they are but few in number. 
That they are (o is evident, fince they are but 
juſt a number, Two. ( I ſpeak of the Ritual In- 
ſtitutions ) the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lords Supper, Now, that this renders them 
reaſonable will appear fromhence, wiz. That 
in all Religions there muſt be ſome; but yet 
from the nature of the thing, and by. the uni- 
vetſal experience of all Mankind, it hath been 
found that too many of them drowns Religion 
in right and ſhadow. This Argument will be 
brighter if we look into the Religions of the 
World when our Saviour came. God was 
forced to Hedge in the Fews by the Pompand 
Gaiety of outward Worſhip, thereby to pre- 
vent their Apoſtacy from Him to other Religi- 
ons 3+ The Splendor of whoſe External Solem. 
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nities would have had ſo ſtrong an influenee 
upon their juvenile ſenſes and affe@ions, that 
they would have been more apt for, and” in- 
clined upon all occaſions to Idolatry ; but yet 
they were ſo numerous, and hard to be remem- 
bred ; ſo difficult to be done, and intolerable 
to be born ; and the puniſhmene of their neg. 
lect ſo ſevere, that St. Peter complains' of the 
Legal Inſtitutions as a Yoke which neither they 
nor their Fathers were able to bear. - And as 
the Jews 'to | the Heathens throughout the 
World did abound in Rite and Ceremony, as 
were eafie to be ſhown ; infomuch that when 
our Saviour came, Internal Religion was wholly 
loſt or clouded. But He was '{o far from 
continning or increaſing their number, that on 
the contrary, it was one chief part of 'His Bu- 
ſinelſs to Spiritualize Religion, to' refeafe us 
from our Fetters, andto reduce us to our pri- 
mzval ftate of Liberty. Wherefore the Tn- 
ſtitutions which he hath appointed, or rather, 
thofe two, of many, which-He hath continued, 
are therefore reaſonable, becauſe they are but 

few.” | 
Efpecially if we confider in the ſecond place 
that they are Obvious and Significant in' therr 
Nature. Nothing more juſtly renders 'an 'In- 
ſitution obnoxjous then Infigntficancy. _ 
when 
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when'there-is no relation between the Sign and 
the thing to be thereby ſignified : Or elſe, when 
the thing repreſented is not worth remem- 
brance, or a meer Chimera, ( as the Forni. 
cations at the Heathen Solemnities in comme. 
moration of the Conjunttions between their 
fancied Gods and Goddeſſes. Or Thirdly, 
when the ſignification of a reality, or a Duty 
is ſo Myſtical and Clouded that it cannot pre- 
ſently, and naturally be diſcerned. Theſe are 
likely to leave but cold Impreflions upon the 
mind, 

But the Inſtitutions of the Goſpel areplainly 
fignificant, both of our chiefeſt Duties; and 
our greateſt Priviledges; and are naturally apt 
to fignifie what they intend. 

x. The Sacrament of Baptiſm or waſhing 
with Water ; both in its own Nature, - as alſo 
by the general ſenſe of Mankind, doth fig- 
nifie Purification and Cleanfing: And was 
alſo uſed to the ſame purpoſe both by Fews 
and Heathens, in publick, at the Initiation of 
Profelytes, in token that they ſhould forſake 
the filth of their former ways ; and alſo in pri- 
vate whenſoever they apprehended benfelen 
to be polluted, 

2. The Holy Myſtery of our Saviours Sup- 
per was intended asa Rite of Joy and Glad- 

neſs, 
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neſs, which could not be better exprefied then 
by the participation of Bread and Wine, which 
ever were, and are ſtil] the conſtant Appenda- 
ges of Feſtivity in all the Countreys of the 
World. It was intended alſo as'an Exprefli- 
on and Repreſentation of our'Saviours Death 
and Paflion , and an Admonition of our Co- 
venant, Relation to God, and that Union, 
Love and Charity which we ought to have one 
towards another. Now what:would be more 
natural to expreſs the former then the breaking 
of Bread, and the pouring out of the Wine ? 
And what could be better to expreſs the latter ? 
fince Eating and Drinking at the Table of 
God isa natural token of Love and Friendſhip 
betweenGod and one another:which rye is of it 
ſelf ſufficient to iogage us to the performance of 
GodsCommands, and an univerlal Charity. 
But beſides, 'it is alſo a nataral, becauſe a uni- 
verſally received manner of entring into, or re- 
newing any ſolemn Vow or Covenant. And 
as from the natural congruity between the Sign 
and the thing ſignified. So Secondly, From 
the great advantage which accrues to us by the 
due reception of thole holy Myſteries will 
it farther appear that they are realbaiabla By 
the former we are made Chriſtians, the Chil- 
dren of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life, Bythe 
E latter 
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latteriwe are ſtrengthened againſt (in, and con- 
firmed in af/thoſe graces we have begun ; and 
by both rogether we have all thoſe good things 
which our Saviour purchaſed upon the Crols, 
in general made over to'our particular perſons, 
pravided we keep the conditions of the Cove- 
nant on-our part tobe performed. The Inſti- 
tutions of Men can at the beſt be only Mom- 
tory 3 but thele are Operative and Eftcacions, 
Would you, therefore: be*convinced that- the 
Inſtitotions'of ot Saviour are reaſonable, do 
but perform the Duties required on your part, 
and then your Senſes and Faculties beirig filI'd 
with the pleafure and comfort. of them; wall 
looninform you. . 

And ſo we go on'to confider the laſt part of 
the Religion it ſelf, viz. The Promiſes and 
Threatnings which are annexed to the perfot- 
mance or the negle&t of the Commands thereof. 

Promiſes and Threatnings in all Conftituti- 
ons both Divine and Hamane, have been, the 
conftant concomitants of Commands z & that 
!t-ſhould be lo, is founded upon the higheſt 
reaſon ; becauſe without thele no Law-gver 
can rationally expe& Obedience. For it Men 
were apt and willing to perform the! Duties 
commanded, then were thereno need of Laws 
to bind them, no more then-thereis of an Act of 
Par- 
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Parliament to command the hungry, weary 
Traveller to eat or ſlcep. But if Men are unruly 
and troubleſome (as the generality of mankind 
are) then what do Laws with rewards and pu- 
niſhments ſignifie in order to the ends of Go- 
vernment,more then the perſwaftons of Friends 
or the diſcourſes of ordinary Men, Theſe there- 
fore in all conſtitutions are eſſentially requiſite. 
Now then,that the promiſes and threatnings of 
the conſtitution of the Goſpel are reaſonable, 
comes now 1n order to be proved. 

And firſt, The promiſes of the Goſpel are 
highly reaſonable. There are but two things 
can render the promiſe of a future reward une- 
qual], and our performance of the condition, 
with an eye to the reward, ſimple and irratio- 
nal; Firſt, When it is ſo ſmall that it bears no 
proportion to the work. Secondly, When it is 
ſo great that it is incredible it ſhould ever be 
performed unto us; that is, when we have not 
good ſecurity that we ſhall receive our Wages 
upon the finiſhing of our Work. But 

1. The rewards promiſed in the Coſfpel are 
infinitely beyond our work; and what in reaſon 
or equity can we defire more? The work it 
ſelf is Wages according ro the (enſe of the beſt 
Philoſophers, apd of all good Chriſtians. But 
God was not pleaſed to think this enough, He 
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bath prepared a Heaven to gratifie the Souls of 
thoſe who by the Divine Life have made them- 
ſelves capable of Bliſs and Happineſs; where 
there ſhall be an External abſence of all ills, 
and a continual confluence of every thing that 
is good. Here are no Enigmatical Fables of Ely- 
fium ſhades, or Platonick Love.Nothing can be 
plainer revealed,then that our Souls (hall be ex- 
alted, our Reaſons uneclipſed,our Underſtand- 
> 1xcor.1z, ings bright and clear,our Wills. complying,our 
Z => AﬀeCctions ſtrong-and regalas and our Bodies 
= Phil2-2. Glorihed. And is not this ſufficient to render. 
no only the promiſes themſelves, but our moſt 
induſtrious purſuance of them reaſonable, ac- 
cording to the common rules of Profit and 
Lols. 

Burt Secondly, Weare fully aſſured that if 
we perform the Duty required of us, we ſhall 
be made partakers of them. And that firſt by 
Senſe, becauſe we have an Antepaſt thereof 

Gt 6. before-band. The pleaſure and peace of aholy 
— 14- Life is but Heaven in other words; there is 
nothing wanting to make it perfect, but the 
Sou!s diſmiſſion out of this earthly Priſon, 
where, for the preſent, it is ſo pent up that it 
cannot aCt as it will do when it hath room 
enough in the Heavenly Paradiſe ; where it 
ſhall be ſo filled vvith Joy and Pleafure, that 
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there ſhall be nothing which it can defire, - but 
it ſhall enjoy ; which is the eſſence and for- 
mality of Happineſs, © But Secondly, We are 
as well ſecured by reaſon asby ſenſe : For God 
himſelf hath told us fo by His Son Chriſt Jeſus , 
who came out,of His boſom,& knew all things; 19 1: 28 
who had himſelf been a partaker of this Glory j,.,5. 
from the beginning ; and therefore was the beſt 
able to inform us : Who was of an unſtained 
integrity z 11; whoſe mouth was never any guile , per.2.22 
found, and therefore it is rational to believe '* 5 # 
Him. So that to queſtion the performance of 
thele promiles, is to.charge the Almighty God 
with Falſehood ; which,no Man' can do who 
believes there is one. God hath promiſed,and 
He will moſt certainly perform. He is truth it 
{elt, and therefore will ; Heis omnipotent, & 
thereforecan. His Goodneſs cauſed. Him at 
firſt to make the promiſes of theGoſpel, which 
St. Peter calleth exceeding great & preciousPro- 2pe, 1.4. 
miles ; but now His Wiſdom, Juſtice and Fide- 
lity doall ſtand bound to ſee them performed. 
2. And as the Promiſes, fo alſo the Threat- 
nings of theGoſpel are highly reaſonable, both 
thoſe which relate to this life, and thoſe which 
relate to the other. Of the firſt ſort are theſe, 
That Tribulation and Anguiſh, Trouble and 1 57.:6, 
Sorrow, ſhall be the conſtant concomitants of ** 
Sin 
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Sin and Wickednels, &vc. And what can be 
more reaſonable ? nbt only if 'we conſider the 
nature of Sin, and conſequently the diſparity 
between. the offence and puniſhment which 
make it very favourable ; but alſo if we ob- 
ſerve what an inſtance of mercy itis in God, by 
our preſent temporal puniſhments, to prevent 
our Souls everlaſting ruine. And this 1s the 
rrae intention and defign thereof ( where the 
grace of God is not wholly withdrawn ) even 
to awaken'us out of the death of Sin, to the life 
of Righteouſneſs. And this muſt needs be rea- 
{onable from this undeniable truth, that he is 
my true friend who ſaves my Life, though it be 
by the breaking of a Bone. 

But when this Lite is ended, the Goſpel 
threatneth, that thoſe who will not be brought 
ro Obedience by all thoſe arts and methods of 
Wiſdom, Juſtice & Mercy, whichGod hath uſed 
Job. s. 25, UNO them, ſhall themſelves for ewer live to be 
Mat.25.45 puniſhed with exquiſite and intolerable Tor- 

ments, which ſhall alſo be everlaſting. And this, 
(though it may ſeem unequal) is very reaſona- 
ble. For, 

1. There was a negeſlity *that it ſhould be 
thas in order to'the bringing ro paſs His great 
deligns of mercy,v7z. the Salvation of all Men. 
And 1s not this reaſonable,that God ſhould uſe 

all 
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all the ways he can to make us happy? God 
toreſaw the perverſeneſs of the humane -nature 
was fuch; that there was no hopests work upon 
it,had not His threatnings been thus ſevere. And 
we our {elves perceive it in the event, that not- 
withſtanding they are ſo'terrible, yer Men will 
not be (cared out of the prattice of their Viets; 
Whence it evidently follows, that not fo much 
the Juſtice and Severity, as the Goodneſs and 
Wildom of God were engaged to'have made 
them more ſevere if it had been poſſible; ' His 
goodnels, becauſe we find de fadto, that as they 
are, {uch is the horrid depravity of the humane 
nature: they are not efteQual to/frighe us mto 
the Regions of Felicity. His Wiſdom to pre- 
vent the pleas of (innersat the day of judgment; 
who might have murmured againſt the Almigh- 
ty, and have faid unto Him,if you had told me 
the worſt of it ; If your threatning had' been 
diſmal and frightful; If Thad had no reaſonable 
ground to'believe them tolerable, or elfe that 
they would never be Executed ; I ſhonld cer- 
tainly have ab4ndoned my corruptions;and ne- 
ver have enjoyed a pleaſant hour till I hadcur- 
oft my right hand,or plucked out my right eye; 
but now theſe ſubterges are all prevented, 
2. The'threatnings of the'Golpel /are 'rea- 
fonable, becauſe they are avoidable. Paradiſe 
was 
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was prepared for Man 4 Hell for the Devil and 
his Angels-It is the grief of Almighty God that 
Men will hug & embrace their miſery, and fall 
in.-lovewith Torment. HadGod indeed out of a 
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Bliſs & Happineſs upon them,and thereby made 
Heaven their fate, their deſtitny and not their 
Reward; and had He decreed the reſt to Eter- 
nal ruine,and thereby madeHimſelfthe Author 
both of their Sin and deſtruction ; I ſhould 
moſt eafily be derſwaded to renounce my Pros 
poſition,and doubt my Religion too,ſfince He- 
rod, Nero, Diocleſtan and Maximilian, with the 
reſt of the Tyrant Perlecutors of Innocence, 
and of this Religion, had been the moſt brave 
and worthy Men, becauſe the moſt Pious Imi- 
tators of their God ; and therefore had better 
deſerved a Saintſhip then the holyMartyrs, who 
would have been only Witneſſes of their own 
folly. But on the contrary, ſince Heaven and 
Hell-are {et beforeus ; And the latter, not out 
of the leaſt deſign that we ſhould ſuffer the mi. 
ſery of it,but contrary,wiſe, to prevent it, It 
evidently folloyvs,that not only the threatnings 
chemſelves,but the execution of them too are 
reaſonable ;, tince it is no more then vyhat vve 
chule : , And is.1t»ngt pity that vve ſhould mils 
of that, for vyhich-yve toil,and drudge, and la- 
bour. 
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bour, And' we ſhall-find at the day of Judg- 
ment, the months of {inners will be:ſtopped Þ 
that they ſhal[ have nothing'to anſwer - ro Al> gon 
mighty God when He ſhall appeal to them, as 
Hedid to the Children of [/rael, Are not my 
- ways equal ? Whether God willmot or cannot 
ſuſpend the ſevereſt execution of theſe Threat- 
nings is not neceſfary to-inquire into ; bur this 
we may concl|ude, that 'ho'man (' eſpecially a 
wicked Man) can reaſonably expe ſucha re- 
dundance of the divine Gvodneſs,as ſhall make 
Him better then His word”; fince God hath no 
where been pleaſed to reveal it to us : And for 
| Mentoarguefrom the non-execution of Tem- 
poral-threatnings, paſſed upon particular Per- 
ons, or Cities, or Nations in this life, tothe 
*| © mitigationor non-executian of thoſe which re- 
late to the other,is not good arguing ; becauſe 
here the Hands of 'the:Almighty may by ſtay- 
ed by Reperitance ; buvin Hell there'can' be 
no ſuch thing. Nor is there one Inſtance 
throughout the Bible where Cod did repent 
Him of the Evil, unleſs they repented them of 
the Sin. Andit is ſo far from being a Virtue, 
'that it is an imperfe&ion.in a good Man, to 
threaten and not to puniſh, unleſs the reaſon 
of his threatning be taken away.” This is only 
ſpoken by the by, to' ſhow that wicked Men 
"he - F 


a - 


have 
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have little reaſon to pleaſe themſelves with this 

contemplation, that God will be better then 

his word, And now T have conſidered the Chri- 

ſtian Religion it ſelf; and I hope we perceive 

it worthy to be entertained by all rational men. 

Eſpecially in the third and laſt place, if we 

_ conſider the ultimate end-avd defign thereof, 

asitrelates to us, which is our own happineſs, 

with the natural tendency of 'the means pro- 
pounded to attain the end. | 

If a Man:doth but intend my happineſs, I 

am hound in honour and gratitude to love him 

for that ; and his _ of love and kindne(s 

are fufficient to zuſtie my hearkning to his 

Councils, > But if; I find .qhat- the means: and 

methods which he lays down,do naturally tend 

to, produce the end ;, then am I bound in rea- 

{an, as I tender my own happineſs, to embrace 

_ and vigorouſly purſue them. -- Bur the defign 

of God and otir Saviour, in the planting of the | 

es 055g er ROE to make all men happy; | 

28:35: by turning us from our iniquities tothe wildom 

Luke 1.19 of the Juſt 3 by conforming 6ur mihds to the 

Eternal Laws of Righteoulneſs': And this ts 

that account which St. Paw! gives us in the 2d. 

of Tw45, from the 32th to thelaſk, And this 

wyl-be obvious to.any man who reads 'our Sa- 

Mat. YtOUrs Sermon upon the Mount. And thisisa 

deſign 
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defign which is truly worthy. of God,and moſt 
_ unto us 3 becauſe Sin and Wick. 
ednels, from which it deſigns to deliver us, are 


the worſt of evils ;- it is that which is moſt un- rom. 12. 


like our Maker ; "it is the only thing which de-"*" 
des and: transforms us into Beaſts ; who are 


naturally fo much inferiour to us ; and ſome Pl4g.-. 
fins make ns like the Devil. But on the con- 14, 15. 


_— Holineſs or Goodneſs (with which the 
Goſpel deſigns to endow; us ) is the beſt of 


bleſſings, becauſe it pede! Image of God, 1" +%% 


the life and health of our,Souls, the peace of 


our lives; which only can give a Reliſh to rang. 


whatſoever elſe we do enjoy, It is Heaven'in ** 
other words, which doth not. confiſt fo much 
in beholding the glory of God, or in adoring 
the divine Attributes, or in continual Songs of 
Praiſe C though this ſhall be 6ur' employment 
too ) but that which makes it Heaven to'1is, is 
the conformity of our Souls to God,and a par- 
ticipation of His perfeftions, What therefore 
can be more noble and genetous then this de- 
ſign? And befides the conviftion of our own 
minds, and the natural poſſibility of attaining 
the thing, our Saviour hath omitted no acciden- 
tal means and advantages, whereby to inflame 
Gur deſires, or affiſt our endeavours in the pur- 
ſpance of this our happineſs. He lived Him- 

F3 ſclt 
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ſelf aboye 30.years on Earth, to ſhow us the 
poſlibility of the thing, by an excellent Exam- 

Fob. 4% ple. Ang after his departure hence, He endow. 
ed His immediate Miniſters with ſupernatural 

gifts, for che planring ofthis Religign in, all 
the parts of the Earth ;, agd hath appointed an 
wa.289. order of Men to Preach the-ſame to the end of - 

2% the World. And more then:this, He hath ſent 

John 14. the Comforter to abide _in His, Church, for 

e212 ever;,.to work this excellent work within: us, 

-- and to do the whole buſineſs for us, excepting 
only, that He forcesno Mans will, that ſo our 
Chraſtian;Spirit, and our , Pious Converſation 
' may becomea Virtue capable of: Reward, . by 
being the Reſult of | our own Choice. Thof. 
therefore who will not ſuffer the defign of the 
Goſpel to take effect upon them ; notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe advantages, will find cauſe 
enqugh at, the, great day, to confeſs their De- | 
ſtruQtion was of themſelves. And now from 
all that1 have faid, I hope it doth ſufficiently 
appear, that to, embrace the Chriſtian Rel Igion 
is highly - agreeable ro the diQates of right 
reaſon, - No wonder then” that the ſolemnity 
of the Tabernacles was miſ-timedby the Fews, 
at the approach of our Sayiour, as upon, this 
day o erſalom It had been but an ordMOagy 
expreſlion of gladnels. , if- the Trees oF . - 
e 
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field themſelves had clapt their harids for joy ; 
ſince no Heſarnahs can be loud enough to pray _ 
unto God and our Saviour ,, whoſe Dod@rine 1 *** 
briogsSalwation to all Men. 7 | 
And riow I (ſhould come to:make ſome Infe- 
renges 3 but I will be very brief. | 
w Ga How ſtrong 18 the Argument 'from the 
Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion, to a 
pious and holy Converfation ?' /  < ik 
And Secondly, Haw irrational and unmanly 
a thing it 1s to be: wicked; fince ſuch is the 
goodnels and equity of the Divine Law, that 
it isimpoſlible to be a tranſgrefſour and'a man 
at the ſame time? There'cam be 'nothing ob- 
zeged againſt the entertainment and praftiſe of 
4 the Chriſtian Religion , -unleſs you will ima- 
gine that Cod is infinitely more kind to Brutes 
then he is tous; and that it was a'*great un- 
| kindneſs to make us reafonable and underſtans 
ding Creatures. That Beaſts are truly objeds 
of our envy, becaule their ſenſual capacities are 
larger then our own: If. we thought it ot 
happinels that we are created men, we ſhould 
| ſoon become good Chriſtians, becauſe the Chris 
{tian Religion 1s reaſonable. | 
2. If my-Propolition be true; then we ſee 
| what falſe and unworthy notions they have of 
þ | God,who take Him to be a Tyrant Lawegivet; 
and 
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and of Religion, who' nnagine their reaſog is 
not at all concerned init, Since it is impoſli- 
ble we ſhould underſtand that there is a God, 
that there 1s any ſuch thing as Religion, that 
the Scriptures are Divinely- inſpired ,- &c. 
without the uſe of -our- diſcurfive faculgies. 
Nothing, undoubtedly, hath done ſo great-Uil- 
ſervice to the Chriſtian Religion, as Enthuſt- 
aſm ; when Men do: therefore Jil-believe Pro- 
poſitions, 'becaule they "may be underſtood : 
When they neyer imagine themſelves to "be 
Octhodox Chriſtians, till they. have tranſub- 
ſagtiated the common Creed” into unaccoun- 
table and inexplicable Problems; and never 
believe them(e]ves'tro be good Men, till they 
havebrought their Bodies and Minds into: that 


frame,that they can with eaſe be extatical in all 


their devotions and expreflions''of Religion. 
Propharrech is.a bare-fac'd enemy'z but this 
doth ſecretly undermine Chriſtianity. This 
condemns the parties affeted'to perpetual Tg- 
norance, which is never more effeftually done, 
then by dethroning- oar underſtanding, and a 
high conceit of our own fancies ; both 'which - 
are the inevitable conſequences of Enthuſiaſm. 
But- the Injury is yet greater to-the Religion 
in the main;: becauſe it naturally terids to hin- 
dec Infidels from embracing it : If they are 


1gnorant 
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ignorant they will rather continue in the Pro- 
teffion and PraQtiſe of what ' they have. beeh 
uſed to, then entertaina Novelty ' which they 
car never be made to apprehend, © If they be 
wife, then wilt they account it an affront, to 
propound a Theorem'to be beHNeved® by them ; 
whereof there can be rendred no rational ac- 
count. "But who can objet& againſt this- Rel:- 
giox,' when God is repreſented as a Loving 
Father, who- heartily defires 'our Happineſs, 
and is willing and'able to effeR it? and there» 
fore-commands us nothing but what we our 
ſelves, whether'we will or no, muſt be forced 
to confeſs is equal, juſt and reaſonahte; with- 
all; propounding and promiſing great rewards 
for {malt ervices. ' Is not this more like to 
gain Proſelytes, then to make hard unconth, 
unaccountable repreſentations of God, and of 
Religion to the World. Will not all wiſe 
Men, as they are ſucb, have a natural Antipathy 
to flat contradiQtions, and unworthy notions of 
God; they can believe nothing, as revealed, 
which conrradits what they know of God, 
if He had never been pleaſed to reveal His 
mindat all. HE... 

l Laftly,ls the Chriſtian Religion Reaſonable, 
then, as we deſire to be wiſer Men then others, 


fo let us endeavour to be better Chriſtians then 
| others. 


'*Ge = 

r upon the ame account. that wede- 
pigs in Knowledge, and; Learning, 
RAI aR alfa defive co typoons in; Piety 'and 
Virtue: fince;this is one of the beſt-demon- 
Rnogrſinr cage ey cos wiſe 
ang rat © .us expreis one 
rateful ſenſe of the Divine/Loye,.in giving us 
Fac generous: and catie Laws; by. our hearty 
eAVOUrs, \ wich all exa&nels; to tranſcribe our 
Saviours copy into our own. Lives: that ſo at 
we may n . to be, made -partakers of 
| FER. fible rewards which -are-laid up 
ſe that love and fear Him. Now to the 
one_ Eternal, only Wiſe: and Incom prehenſible 
Kol "Lord, and the bleſſed Spirit, - be given 
Il Honour, Adoration, aud dk now and 

for evermore. Amen. | | 
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..16.r. 0, l; 23, r, meaning, p..17.1. 5. r. 
Brvt9ngt we, Ps 26,4. ,etergal . 13.1.008, p, 23. 1. 
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